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”It always amazed me how much plastic is used for a natural product, Plantics wants to change that”

About five ears ago I came into contact with Plantics. I have always worked in floriculture. The reason I came to Plantics is that it has always amazed me how much plastic is used for a natural product. Plantics wants to change that and I am happy that I can now help in this wonderful sustainable development in floriculture.

How did Plantics come about?
Plantics originated as a spin-off from the University of Amsterdam. During tests within a research project aimed at biodiesel, a certain substance remained at the bottom of the tank. The biodiesel project failed. However, the substance that remained in the tank turned out to be an important discovery that has further developed Plantics into a new family of strong, 100 per cent natural and biodegradable resins. Various natural CO2 negative materials and products are now being developed with these bioresins, such as furniture and panels made of hemp fibres, wood chips, posts and insulating foams. The bioresin can now also be used to reinforce paper products such as plant pots.

How are the cultivation pots produced?
At the moment we use paper pots that are treated with our bio resin. This makes the pots much stronger (even when they get wet), and they are much less sensitive to mold and algae. The aim is that this DOPA pot can be used for cultivation, sale and possibly also put in the garden. For example, in the entire process from cultivation to planting in the garden, zero plastic is needed, which makes it sustainable. The development is not over yet, a team of young researchers is also trying to make the pots resistant to long-term and very humid cultivation, because there are different needs for each product and target group.
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