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Final Report: METPACK 2023 convinced as an impulse-giving platform for the global metal packaging industry


Decarbonization and digitalization were defining topics 


Decarbonization and digitalization were defining topics

International, innovative and sustainable – the METPACK slogan describes the past five days of the trade fair one hundred percent. Around 6,500 trade visitors from all parts of the world came to Messe Essen/Germany from May 2nd to May 6th 2023 and experienced forward-looking technology, new products and further developments for the production, refinement and recycling of metal packaging. One thing became particularly clear: the industry is intensifying its efforts to position itself even more sustainably. Decarbonization, resource efficiency and digitalization were the defining topics in all areas of the value chain - from steel production to printing.

"METPACK is back - and more successful than six years ago before the pandemic. We are delighted to receive so much positive feedback. The industry has been waiting to finally meet again. The atmosphere was excellent," summarizes Oliver P. Kuhrt, CEO of Messe Essen.

The world's leading trade fair for metal packaging recorded 313 exhibitors at its tenth edition - a slight increase. METPACK received a particularly large number of visitors from abroad. They accounted for a share of 73 percent. Italy, the USA and the UK led the national rankings. The quality of the visitors was also top-class: 88 percent of the trade show visitors had purchasing and procurement expertise. The exhibitors were already able to close successful deals during the trade show: One quarter of their customers placed orders directly. Post-show business also promises to be positive. 72 percent of those surveyed said they intended to place follow-up orders on the basis of the information they had received at METPACK.

Trends and technology at first hand

"The industry's big goal is to use as few resources as possible, cut costs and improve quality at the same time. This can be achieved through new technologies and processes. At METPACK, the trade audience had every opportunity to catch up on the latest developments and experience innovations up close. The willingness to invest is high," METPACK Committee Chairman Wolfgang Niemsch sums up.

For 92 percent of the exhibiting companies, the expectations of METPACK 2023 were met. All in all, 82 percent of the visitors rated the range of products and services as very positive. In Halls 1, 2 and 3, they saw mechanical engineering at the highest level and in action. The elaborately designed booths invited visitors to exchange ideas and network.

Process automation and networked production, for example through data analysis and the Internet of Things, were among the trends at METPACK 2023, as were digital printing processes that permit numerous new design options. Detailed insights into technical innovations were also provided by the well-attended international METPACK Conference with around 70 participants.

The new EU packaging regulation currently under discussion, which is intended to control the use and recycling of packaging in Europe in a sustainable manner in the future, is giving the industry further impetus, as metal packaging is considered a sustainable solution per se due to its recyclability.

Awards for the best innovations

Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint received the METPACK Innovation Award in Gold. The system provider for printing and coating lines, drying systems and exhaust air purification solutions was able to convince with a new closed-loop color control system. "MetalControl" scans each sheet and measures the ink density. The results are transmitted digitally to the control panel, evaluated and the ink zones automatically corrected. Manual adjustments are no longer necessary. Complaints, test prints and makeready times are reduced.

Ralf Hipp, CEO, Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint GmbH: “METPACK for us is a family gathering –After six years, we were very much looking forward to finally meeting our partners and customers from all over the world again face-to-face. At METPACK we were presenting our innovative Koenig & Bauer strength and our customized services. It was worth it: With our 100 percent closed-loop colour control system we won the golden METPACK Innovation Award. For us this is an outstanding honour, which shows us that we still are on the right way. Besides, we showed our MetalStar 4 and flying sheets at the new Venturi sheet guiding system for coating lines. After five intensive days with very good conversations and contacts, we are looking forward to METPACK 2026.”

Actega received silver for the innovation "ROTARflow." Bronze went to Can Man for the development "PowerCUT SuperFLEX."

Next METPACK

In May 2026, the next edition of the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging will take place at Messe Essen. The conditions are already right: 93 percent of the visitors surveyed plan to visit METPACK again; 94 percent recommend a visit. Of the exhibitors, 95 percent want to take part in the next trade fair.
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Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint wins METPACK Innovation Award 2023 in Gold


Silver for Actega and bronze for Can Man


Silver for Actega and bronze for Can Man

The winners of the METPACK Innovation Awards have been announced: Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint receives the popular industry award of the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging in gold for the innovation "MetalControl". Other awards go to Actega and Can Man. The METPACK Innovation Award recognizes outstanding new and further developments in the metal packaging industry every three years. A total of 19 exhibitors submitted 31 entries.

Based on several criteria, the independent international jury of experts determined the winners of this year's METPACK Innovation Award. Innovation content, cost savings, as well as quality improvement and sustainability were the decisive factors for the assessment with the help of a points system. The contenders delivered a close neck-and-neck race.

"MetalControl" is the best innovation

In the end, Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint GmbH led the field. The Würzburg/Germany-based world market leader in the field of printing and coating lines, drying systems and exhaust air purification solutions won with a new closed-loop color control system. "MetalControl" scans each sheet and measures the ink density. The results are transmitted digitally to the control panel, evaluated and the ink zones automatically corrected. The award-winning innovation from Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint is a one hundred percent closed-loop color control system within the press that guarantees maximum color stability and consistency, independent of the operator. Manual adjustments are no longer necessary. Complaints, test prints and makeready times are reduced.

"ROTARflow" in second place

Wesel/Germany-based Actega GmbH has launched a new digital solution that monitors the amount of sealant applied to lids by rotating liners and makes immediate adjustments as a result. "ROTARflow" detects any deviation from the target value of the dry film weight and automatically changes pressure and needle lift accordingly. Downtimes and manual interventions are eliminated. Production data is also available from any digital device. "ROTARflow" reduces cost, material and time input while increasing quality.

"PowerCUT SuperFLEX" awarded bronze

With the PowerCUT SuperFLEX duplex cutting machine from the Swiss company Can Man, fully automatic format changes are possible in a world record time of 15 minutes. In addition to the enormous time savings, the innovation has another advantage: damage to cutting tools is avoided by eliminating manual operation. The machine also offers maximum flexibility for cutting all formats with a high cutting accuracy.

The 2023 jury

The certificates and trophies were presented to the representatives of the winning companies at a ceremony on the second day of METPACK, May 3. The jury was chaired by Gernot Geldner. Other members of the commission were Hugo S. Trappmann, Blechwarenfabrik Limburg GmbH; Paul McClure, Gilpin; Gianluca Ciccolini, Gruppo ASA; Axel Schulte, Envases; Hein van Jaarsveld, Trivium Packaging; and Alex Fordham, The Metal Packager.


02.05.2023
METPACK welcomes the global metal packaging industry from May 2nd to May 6th, 2023 at Messe Essen


Big industry reunion after a six-year break


Big industry reunion after a six-year break

"We are looking forward to 313 exhibitors from 26 nations and a top-class trade audience from all over the world. METPACK 2023 will give the global metal packaging industry valuable impetus to shape the future sustainably," says project manager Christina Kleinpaß, looking ahead to the trend-setting industry event, which was last held in 2017 due to the rotation and pandemic. From Tuesday, May 2nd, to Saturday, May 6th, trade visitors will experience new technologies and advanced processes for the production, coating, lacquering, printing and recycling of cans, tubes, closures and technical packaging made of metal. The METPACK Conference and the presentation of the METPACK Innovation Award on the second day of the trade show are among the highlights of the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging.

Sustainability plays an overriding role at METPACK 2023: decarbonization, energy and resource efficiency, a circular economy, digitalization or the Internet-of-Things are just a few of the topics currently being addressed by the metal packaging industry. METPACK presents numerous solutions for the current challenges and provides a comprehensive market overview. In Halls 1, 2 and 3 of Messe Essen, international exhibitors will present their innovative products and services. Manufacturers will show their machines in action or invite visitors to the stand to get to know them personally and to network.

Trends, innovations and developments

The METPACK Conference on the second day of the trade show from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Congress Center West offers further opportunities for professional exchange. A total of twelve experts will provide information on the latest developments in canmaking in nine presentations. In the keynote address, Dr. Daniel Abramowicz, CTO Crown Holdings, will trace the technical developments of the last 25 years. The rest of the technical conference will focus on innovative processes in steel production, surface treatment and lacquering, as well as a new bodymaker design and a smart factory for easy-open ends. Participating companies are Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint GmbH, Henkel, Stolle Machinery Company, Enpack Europe, Chrotex, Nippon Steel Corporation, Suzhou SLAC Precision Equipment Co, OKL Engineering, Plasmatreat, Actega Brasil and Brasilata Labs.

The best technical developments and innovations at METPACK are then honored with the METPACK Innovation Award. In the run-up to the trade fair, 19 exhibitors with a total of 31 innovations had applied for the popular industry award in the bronze, silver and gold categories. At 2 p.m. in the Congress Center West, the three companies that impressed the seven-member jury most with their innovativeness and inventiveness will be announced.

Exhibitors present "old treasures" in Hall 1

In addition to their current products and trade fair innovations, some exhibitors will take METPACK visitors on a journey into the past. In the trade press lounge in Hall 1, Container Machinery Heilbronn, Lanico-Maschinenbau Otto Niemsch, Mundolatas, Remy International and the Wallram Group will be presenting historical exhibits from their history. These include, for example, steel beverage cans with old Church Key openings as well as several capping machines and a hand polishing block from the first half of the last century. Visitors can also see a can that was riveted instead of welded.

Shuttle services to interpack and Düsseldorf Airport

METPACK will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. from May 2nd to 5th; from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 6th. From May 4th to 6th, the running times of METPACK and interpack in Düsseldorf will overlap. A free shuttle bus will connect the two trade shows, allowing visitors to take advantage of valuable synergies.

In addition, the Airport Express bus will give trade fair visitors the opportunity to reach Messe Essen from Düsseldorf Airport in 20 minutes. The shuttle runs every 30 minutes (7.45 a.m. to 6.45 p.m.) on every day of the fair between the arrivals level, exit A/B, stop 2, and the fair piazza. From there, both the South Entrance and the West Entrance are just a few meters away.

Tickets, program and stand promotions at: www.metpack.de
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METPACK 2023 at a glance – facts and figures
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Valuable knowledge for the global metal packaging industry


Twelve speakers provide information on new technologies at the METPACK Conference


Twelve speakers provide information on new technologies at the METPACK Conference

METPACK is more than just a trade show: It is one of the world's leading platforms for the exchange of knowledge on the manufacture, coating, printing and recycling of metal packaging. This is particularly evident at the METPACK Conference on the second day of the fair, May 3, in the Congress Center West at Messe Essen. There, twelve representatives of leading companies will provide information on new technologies for saving energy and costs and improving occupational safety and food safety. The industry is also focusing on data-driven production and intelligent technologies.

The conference opens with a keynote address by Dr. Daniel Abramowicz, CTO at can maker Crown Holdings, highlighting the technical innovations in metal packaging over the past quarter century. In addition to a number of incremental improvements, such as reducing scrap in manufacturing and reducing the weight of cans, the industry has also seen a number of breakthrough innovations that have led to leaps and bounds in can performance and economics. Abramowicz's presentation will highlight some of these more radical historical innovations and also look at future developments.

The next generation of coating systems

In his presentation, Damian Pollok from Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint will talk about the challenges involved in developing the next generation of coating systems. Inline measurement technology has now advanced to the point where feedback of data can lead to an automatic, closed-loop controlled process in the coating of sheet metal. Next, Neil Finley, Head of Global Food Safety at Henkel (UK) and Chairman of the CEPE Can Sector Group, will address the important and ever-expanding area of migration and regulation. This will include the risk assessment of BPA-NI coatings for metal packaging in contact with food.

Ian Scholey, CTO of Stolle Machinery from the USA, shares his thoughts and experiences on the topic of "More Good Cans". He explains how algorithms and data analysis have a positive impact on efficiency in production, keeping the can in a competitive position. Tim Clarke's presentation is also about new technologies. The CEO of Enpack Europe talks about a smart factory for easy-open ends and demands: "We must adapt our business and manufacturing processes to align with digital natives, the younger generation. And we must use these new skills to help us succeed in an increasingly competitive world."

Less energy and costs, more efficiency

Dr. Demetrios Tsimpoukis, Managing Director of Chrotex in Greece, sheds light on cost optimization in the coating process and takes a holistic look at the factors underlying the quality of coating operations in the production of metal cans and closures. Shintaro Yamanaka of Nippon Steel Corporation gets into the value chain earlier, presenting a new process for passivating tinplate surfaces without hexavalent chromium at the METPACK Conference. His presentation will include key technical information on the process, product and food safety of the newly developed EZP™ tinplate.

Representative of the cross-border knowledge transfer at the METPACK Conference is the joint presentation by Rainer Berkefeld (SLAC, China) and Jeff Harper (OKL Engineering, USA), who will present a new bodymaker design. The bodymaker is at the heart of today's leading DWI technology, which is fundamental to can manufacturing and was developed in the USA in the 1960s. The new boxer developed by SLAC has twice the output of conventional bodymakers, using significantly less energy per can produced.

German-Brazilian partnership for the optimization of metal surfaces

German technology leader Plasmatreat has developed a process for optimizing metal surfaces such as tinplate that dramatically increases wettability, enabling the direct application of UV materials. In a trio at the METPACK Conference, Plasmatreat CEO Christian Buske and his project partners Antonio Galhardo (Actega Brasil, Brazil) and Augusto Franca (Brasilata Labs, Brazil) explain how inline plasma treatment can significantly improve the adhesion of UV coatings.

 

The program at a glance:

Wednesday, May 3, 2023, 09:00 - 13:00, Congress Center West, Saal Berlin

Conference language: English

08:30 Welcome coffee and registration of delegates, networking.

09:00 Keynote: Key innovations in metal packaging over the last quarter century Dr. Daniel Abramowicz, Executive Vice President, Technology and Regulatory Affairs, Crown Holdings (USA)

09:20 Modern canmaking technologies (part 1)

1. Closed loop coating thickness regulation in metal sheet coating 
 Damian Pollok, Team leader product management, Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint (D)

2. Food contact risk assessment of BPA-NI coatings for metal packaging – demonstrating the safety of NIAS 
 Neil Finley, Head of Global Food Safety, Henkel (UK)

3. More Good Cans 
 Ian Scholey, CTO, Stolle Machinery Company (USA)

10:30 Break

11:00 Modern canmaking technologies (part 2)

4. Intelligent factory for EOE 
 Tim Clarke, CEO Europe, Enpack (CN)

5. Towards the cost optimization of lacquering – concepts and applicability Dr. Demetrios Tsimpoukis, Managing Director, Chrotex (GR)

6. Chromate-free tinplate (EZP™) 
 Shintaro Yamanaka, Senior manager, High-performance Steel Sheet Research Department, Kyushu R & D laboratory, Nippon Steel Corporation (JP)

7. The Boxer: a new development in DWI technology 
 Rainer Berkefeld, Sales and Business Development Director for EMEA Suzhou SLAC Precision Equipment (CN) 
 Jeff Harper, Sales Manager, OKL Engineering (USA)

8. Openair® plasma surface treatment of metal sheets 
 Christian Buske, Managing Director, Plasmatreat (D) 
 Antonio Galhardo, Coatings Director, Actega Brasil (BR) 
 Augusto Franca, Director, Brasilata Labs (BR)

13:00 End
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METPACK Innovation Award 2023 with more applications than ever before


Award ceremony in the categories bronze, silver and gold on May 3rd


Award ceremony in the categories bronze, silver and gold on May 3rd

The METPACK Innovation Award is one of the highlights of METPACK 2023. For the ninth time, Messe Essen will use it to honor groundbreaking further developments and technical innovations that exhibitors present at the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging from 2nd to 6th May. Never before have there been so many entries as this year. An independent expert commission will decide who will receive the coveted Innovation Award. The trophies will be awarded in the bronze, silver and gold categories.

Innovation value, resource savings and quality improvement are the decisive criteria for the evaluation. On the evening of the first day of the trade fair, the seven-member jury of trade visitors will then make its decision on the METPACK Innovation Award 2023, which will remain a well-kept secret, even for the winning companies, until the award ceremony the next day at 2 p.m. in the Panorama hall of the Congress Center West. 19 exhibitors entered a total of 31 innovations in the run-up to the show. This is a new record. By comparison, 26 applications were received for the last METPACK in 2017 –also a record six years ago.

These were the winners of METPACK 2017

"The great response to the award makes us proud, as it underlines the importance of METPACK as the world's leading trade fair and the innovative strength of the industry. We already say thank you to all applicants!", explains Christina Kleinpaß, METPACK Project Manager. In 2017, PrintabLED received the METPACK Innovation Award in Gold for the novel UV-LED curing devices of the PrintabLED product range. Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint GmbH won the silver award for its "CS MetalCan" development. Bronze went to Valspar for the "valPure V70 non-BPA epoxy" coating series.


02.05.2023
Things to keep in mind about metal packaging


Metal as sustainable packaging with potential


Metal as sustainable packaging with potential

From May 2 to 6, the world's leading trade fair METPACK 2023 will take place at Messe Essen. For five days, more than 300 exhibitors from 26 nations will present their innovations for the production, refinement and recycling of metal packaging to an international trade audience. Packaging made of steel and aluminium is particularly suitable for recycling and is therefore regarded as a future-proof and sustainable packaging material. Here are some facts about metal packaging:

l  Metal packaging is a true all-rounder. They come in many different sizes and shapes, made of packaging steel or aluminium. They are strong yet lightweight protective covers for food and beverages, cosmetics and hygiene products, and also for chemicals and paints.
l  The metal packaging industry is innovative when it comes to saving material: While the weight of a package of a tinplate canned vegetable (4,250 ml) was still around 95.3 grams per liter in 1995, the packaging of a canned vegetable only accounted for around 88.8 grams per liter in 2020. This represents a decrease of 6.8 percent. Aluminium beverage cans account for only three percent of the total weight.
l  Metal packaging is made of durable materials and is perfect for a circular economy. Both aluminium and steel can be recycled again and again without losing their specific properties. This reduces the need for primary raw materials. 80 percent of the aluminium and steel ever produced is still in use.
l  Every ton of packaging steel that is recycled saves over two tons of raw material (iron ore, coal, limestone).
l  Recycled steel also saves up to 70 percent of the energy that would be needed to produce new packaging steel.
l  From an environmental perspective, recycling metal packaging reduces greenhouse gas emissions associated with steel and aluminium manufacturing by approximately 50 percent respectively 60 percent.
l  Metal is the most commonly recycled packaging. 85.5 percent of steel packaging and 73 percent of aluminum beverage cans are recycled in Europe.
l  100 percent of tinplate collected from waste is recycled for new products. Proper waste separation is therefore a prerequisite for a functioning circular economy.
l  More than 3.9 billion beverage cans were sold in Germany in 2019 – an increase of ten percent compared to 2018 and the highest figure in 17 years.
l  Within the EU, 760 companies produce metal packaging and employ 66,000 workers; in addition, 111,000 jobs are indirectly linked to the metal packaging industry.
l  EU citizens consume on average four units of metal packaging per week and per capita.
l  Beverage cans account for 29 percent of the total EU market, food cans 24 percent. Closures account for 23 percent, general lines for 15 percent, aerosol cans for seven percent and specialties for two percent.
l  The global metal packaging market was estimated at $108.8 billion in 2020 and is expected to reach $147.4 billion by 2030, with an average growth rate of 3.1 percent between 2021 and 2030.
Sources

l  Metal Packaging Europe (MPE), Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) 2022
l  MPE, Consumer rigid metal packaging in Europe 2012-2016
l  Forum Getränkedose, Press Release 2020
l  APEAL – the Association of European Producers of Steel for Packaging: Report "Why Steel recycles forever" 2022
l  Working Group Packaging + Environment; dvi; Fachverband Faltschachtel-Industrie; Industrievereinigung Kunststoffverpackungen; IPV; bvse; GVM, Study 2022
l  Metal Packaging Market, Global Opportunity Analysis and Industry Forecast 2020-2030 (2022).
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Hinterkopf sets a new benchmark for digital printing
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Aluminum instead of glass: Hinterkopf presents modern and sustainable alternative packaging for wine
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METPACK 2023 is in the starting blocks


Agenda of the accompanying METPACK Conference is now complete


Agenda of the accompanying METPACK Conference is now complete

The countdown is on: In one month, the most important trade fair for the global metal packaging industry will start at Messe Essen. From May 2nd to 6th, METPACK will welcome more than 300 exhibitors from 26 nations and trade visitors from all over the world. The focus will be on trends and innovations for the production, finishing, printing and recycling of packaging made of sheet metal or aluminium. As a highlight on the second day of the trade fair, the METPACK Conference will feature a panel of top-class speakers. Now that Stolle, Enpack and SLAC have announced further details of their presentations, the agenda for the technical conference has been set.

"We must adapt our business and manufacturing processes to align with digital natives, the younger generation. And we must use these new skills to help us succeed in an increasingly competitive world," reads the abstract for Tim Clarke's presentation. The CEO of Enpack Europe will speak about an intelligent factory for Easy Open Ends. Fundamental shifts are taking place in how the global production and supply network operates through ongoing automation of traditional manufacturing and industrial practices, using modern smart technology, large-scale machine-to-machine communication and the internet of things.

Technologies that increase output while saving energy to keep cans competitive will also be the topic of the presentation by Ian Scholey, CTO of Stolle Machinery from the USA. He will share his thoughts and experience that should lead to "more good cans." In particular, efficiency gains through data analytics, driven by sophisticated algorithms, are within easy reach.

Rainer Berkefeld, business development manager at SLAC in China, presents a new bodymaker design with his colleague Jeff Harper of OKL/USA. The basic DWI technology for making cans was developed in the USA in the 1960s. Today, it is the leading technology for beverage cans. The bodymaker is the machine at the heart of DWI technology. This new development from SLAC arises from the engineer’s quest to eliminate unnecessary energy in an industrial process. The Boxer has twice the output of conventional bodymakers, with significantly less energy per can produced.

"Signs point to success"

"The need to find out about innovations and further developments is greater than ever after the pandemic. Together with our exhibitors, we are looking forward to the upcoming METPACK with great anticipation. The preparations are running at full speed. In about two weeks, the set-up will begin. Currently the machines from overseas manufacturers are on their way. We are already registering numerous trade visitors from all over the world. All signs point to success," reports project manager Christina Kleinpaß.

The exhibitors will primarily be presenting solutions that make the production of metal packaging even more resource-friendly and efficient. Less material and energy while maintaining or improving quality - this is the industry's motto. Digitalization and automation continue to play a key role. The companies are also heavily involved in the topics of decarbonization and climate neutrality. The trade audience can look forward to numerous innovations. Outstanding technologies and inventions of participating exhibitors are honoured by the METPACK Innovation Award. 16 companies submitted a total of 24 innovations. The certificates and trophies in bronze, silver and gold will be presented at a ceremony on Wednesday, May 3rd, 2 p.m., in the Congress Center West, Hall Panorama.
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METPACK Conference attracts with top-class podium and cutting-edge topics


News about the production, coating and printing of metal packaging


News about the production, coating and printing of metal packaging

From May 2nd to 6th, 2023, the global metal packaging industry will meet at the world's leading trade fair METPACK at Messe Essen to learn about innovative production processes, efficient machines and the latest trends. An opportunity for professional exchange outside the exhibition halls will be provided by the international and top-class METPACK Conference on the second day of the trade fair, May 3. The podium represents well-known companies along the entire production chain of the metal packaging industry: from tinplate manufacturer Nippon Steel and surface treatment specialist Plasmatreat to can manufacturers Crown Holdings, chemical suppliers Henkel and Chrotex, and coating specialist Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint. Conference participants can look forward to a total of nine exciting presentations. Tickets are available now.

Due to the pandemic, the industry did not have a platform in Essen to exchange information on current developments for six years. Since the last METPACK 2017, the metal packaging sector has developed rapidly. The METPACK Conference offers the unique opportunity to get up to date with the latest technology in a compact and efficient way, to get in touch with experts and to receive valuable input for your own business. Start is at 9 a.m., end at around 1:30 p.m.

The conference will be opened by Dr. Daniel Abramowicz, CTO at Crown Holdings, by delivering a keynote, highlighting technical innovations in metal packaging over the last quarter century. In addition to series of incremental improvements, such as reduced spoilage during manufacturing and reducing the weight of cans, the industry has also seen a number of breakthrough innovations that have resulted in step-changes in the can`s performance and economics. These more radical historical innovations, as well as some future ones, will be featured in the presentation.

Dr. Dimitrios Tsimpoukis, Managing Director of Chrotex in Greece will speak about cost optimisation in the lacquering process by taking a holistic look at the factors underlying the quality of the lacquering operations in metal can and cap manufacturing. Highlights are thrown on the interplay among requisite lacquer properties required for high-quality can manufacturing and their trade-offs, as revealed through physicochemical concepts. The possibilities for cost wise optimization of the lacquering processes in can manufacturing are presented within the framework of safeguarding quality.

Plasmatreat, a technology leader from Germany, developed a technique to optimize metal surfaces such as tinplate by dramatically increasing wettability and thus enabling the direct application of UV materials. Supported by project partners in Brazil, the can maker Brasilata and the coatings manufacturer Actega, Plasmatreat will show how inline plasma jets can significantly improve the adhesion of UV coatings.

Neil Finley, Head of Global Food Safety at Henkel (UK) and Chair of the CEPE Can Sector Group, will take on the important and ever-expanding area of migration and regulation, and talk about food contact risk assessment of BPA-NI coatings for metal packaging. This presentation will discuss the challenges in performing the risk assessment, novel approaches to demonstrate safety, and how improved supply chain communication can support BPA-NI coatings for metal packaging.

Chromates are being removed from industrial manufacturing processes in order to further improve the health and safety conditions for workers and employees. Nippon Steel Corporation from Japan has developed a new procedure to passivate tinplate surfaces without hexavalent chromium. Their presentation will include key technical information on the Process, Product and Food Sontact Safety of EZP™ tinplate. All three aspects of this new substrate will be explained in detail with the basic principles of manufacturing, the structure of the zirconium passivation layer, the toxicological profile and much more.

Koenig & Bauer MetalPrint GmbH will speak about the challenges in developing the next generation of coating machines. Inline measuring technnologies have advanced to the point that the re-coupling of data can lead to an automatic process, controlled in a closed loop.

Other interesting contributions will come from Stolle, SLAC and Enpack. Details will be announced shortly.

Visit the trade fair and conference with just one ticket

At METPACK, practice and theory are literally close together. While the exhibition halls are the venue for live demonstrations and elaborate presentations, the adjoining Congress Center West becomes a think tank with the METPACK Conference. Trade visitors can experience both – the trade fair and the conference – with a combined ticket for 285 euros. It entitles to attend both the METPACK trade fair and the METPACK Conference for two days.


10.11.2022
METPACK 2023 records excellent booking status


Nippon Steel celebrates premiere as exhibitor and participant of the METPACK Conference


Nippon Steel celebrates premiere as exhibitor and participant of the METPACK Conference

"We haven't lost any of our exhibitors due to the pandemic", says Project Manager Christina Kleinpaß, looking ahead to the upcoming METPACK 2023, the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging, and adds: "It makes me proud to experience so much encouragement and cohesion from the industry. This clearly shows that METPACK continues to set the tone." From 2 to 6 May 2023, Messe Essen will once again become the hub of the world of metal packaging for the first time since 2017. In addition to market leaders such as Soudronic, Koenig + Bauer, thyssenkrupp Rasselstein, Belvac, Tata Steel and Stolle, Metlac and first-time exhibitor Nippon Steel will also be taking part.

Altogether, Messe Essen is expecting more than 200 exhibitors from 25 countries. This means that METPACK will not only be able to confirm its position as the world's leading trade fair for the metal packaging sector, but also to expand it. With the globally operating Metlac Group from Italy, one of the world’s leading coatings manufacturers will be represented at METPACK. "We are very pleased to be part of METPACK 2023. Especially the personal discussions and the exchange about new products and solutions make the trade fair. It's the perfect place for us to meet one of our most important target groups," says Pier Ugo Bocchio, founder and CEO Metlac Group, looking forward to the event.

Profitable combination of trade fair and congress

The Japanese steel giant Nippon Steel is celebrating its premiere at METPACK 2023. The company produces over 40 million tonnes of crude steel annually. "The metal packaging market is an important cornerstone of our business and METPACK is a good opportunity to make new contacts. The accompanying conference gives the trade fair the necessary professional background. All in all, METPACK is a winning combination of theory and practice", says Toshiaki Takamiya, Senior Manager at Nippon Steel, who will be one of the speakers at the METPACK Conference on 3 May in the Congress Center West. Experts will discuss current trends and innovative technical developments. Outstanding new products and improved technologies will also be honoured with the METPACK Innovation Award. The winners in the bronze, silver and gold categories will be selected by an independent jury of experts and announced on 3 May.


02.08.2021
Industry looks forward to METPACK 2023


Registration documents for exhibitors now available online


Registration documents for exhibitors now available online

The next METPACK is in the starting blocks: After the world's leading trade fair for metal packaging had to be cancelled in 2020 due to the pandemic, the industry is now looking forward to its innovation platform from May 2 to 6, 2023 at Messe Essen. For interested exhibitors, the registration documents are now available at www.metpack.de. Numerous international companies have already expressed their participation. Visitors can expect to see trends and new developments in all aspects of packaging, machinery and equipment for the production of cans, lids and ends, as well as systems for filling and sealing.

"It was right and responsible to skip the past METPACK. Now more than ever, the industry needs its usual high-quality platform to showcase innovations. In 2023, the metal packaging industry will finally meet again after six long years without a trade show," says a delighted Wolfgang Niemsch, Chairman of the METPACK Committee. METPACK, which is held every three years and parallel to interpack, was last held in Essen in 2017. Around 300 exhibitors from 27 countries presented their products.

"There is no substitute for face-to-face meetings"

Christina Kleinpaß, METPACK project manager, again expects a high level of internationality for the coming trade fair. "The metal packaging industry is globally organized. We are orienting ourselves to this in our planning. We expect to be able to host METPACK in two years as usual. Because the strategies to control the coronavirus are already having an effect." The mood among exhibitors is also positive all around: "We are very pleased to be exhibiting at METPACK again. After all, there is no substitute for personal meetings and direct exchanges with our customers and partners. Since the last METPACK, there have already been several innovations in our machine portfolio, and we are working on further new systems which we will then present 'live' at METPACK," announces Alain Berset, Global Sales Director at Mall + Herlan.

The importance of METPACK is also emphasized by Rolf Geide, CEO at Soudronic: "METPACK plays a very important role for us when it comes to sales of our systems and machines. We regularly make new business contacts in Essen, in addition to maintaining existing customer relationships. This often results in business, either during the trade show or afterwards. For the metal packaging industry, METPACK is the most important meeting place in the world, and this will also be the case in 2023."

Versatile supporting program

In addition to the exhibitors' range of products, METPACK offers a comprehensive supporting program on current trends and developments in the metal packaging industry. With the METPACK Innovation Award, Messe Essen honors particularly innovative products and innovations that set new standards in terms of quality and efficiency. At the METPACK Conference accompanying the trade fair, representatives from research and industry will also discuss the trends of tomorrow. In addition, trade fair guests can expect a job forum and an exhibition of historic packaging machines.


09.02.2021
METPACK 2023 opens from 2 to 6 May


Most important meeting place for the international metal packaging industry


The next world's leading trade fair for metal packaging, METPACK, will be held at Messe Essen from May 2 to 6, 2023. After the past run was first postponed due to the effects of the Corona pandemic and then had to be cancelled, the global industry highlight is now reopening in the usual three-year cycle and parallel to interpack (May 4 to 10, 2023). In addition to packaging, the range of products presented by the more than 300 exhibitors at METPACK recently includes machinery and equipment for the production of cans, lids and bases, as well as filling and sealing systems. Interested exhibitors will soon find the application documents at www.metpack.de.

"We are confident that METPACK 2023 can take place with its usual size and internationality. On the part of the exhibitors, we have recently experienced a lot of understanding and encouragement. The message was clear: The industry needs METPACK and would rather come back to Essen today than tomorrow. Due to the interpack taking place in Düsseldorf at the same time, we are again expecting considerable synergies with the visitors," says Oliver P. Kuhrt, Managing Director of Messe Essen. METPACK is the world's most important meeting place for the metal packaging industry. The trade fair visitors are for the most part decision-makers from the global food and chemical industry.

The can of tomorrow: flexible, lightweight and smart manufactured

Since 1993, the industry has been presenting its impressive innovative strength in Essen. Messe Essen honors exhibitors of particularly outstanding and forward-looking products with the METPACK Innovation Award, the winners of which are announced during the show. Current trends will also be the subject of the METPACK Conference, at which representatives from industry and science will provide insights into the future of metal packaging. This is characterized, among other things, by more product variety, less material and networked production.


